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Subpart C—Medical Records 

R e c e n t l y , t h i s Agency p r e p a r e d a u n i ­
f o r m a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m to be used by 
a p p l i c a n t s for a n y class of m e d i c a l c e r ­
t i f icate ( F o r m F A A - 1 0 0 4 ) . T h e f o r m 
Inc luded a d e c l a r a t i o n to be signed by 
a p p l i c a n t s ( I t e m 24) w h i c h r e a d s as 
follows i n p e r t i n e n t p a r t : 

I hereby authorize any physician or any 
other person who has or may have attended 
me to make a full disclosure to the Ad­
ministrator of Federal Aviation or his medi­
cal representative of any information In his 
knowledge or possession concerning my 
medical bistory. Further, I expressly waive 
any rights which preclude the disclosure of 
such information to the Administrator of 
Federal Aviation or his medical represen­
tative. 

T h i s d e c l a r a t i o n h a d for some y e a r s 
previously been used on a t r i a l basis i n 
appl icat ions for T h i r d - c l a s s m e d i c a l 
certif icates . I t w a s approved on a p e r ­
m a n e n t basis for a l l classes of m e d i c a l 
certificates a n d w a s i n c l u d e d i n the new 
f c r m to m a k e i t u n i f o r m l y appl icable to 
a l l classes of m e d i c a l certif icates . T h e 
requirement for s u c h authorizat ions h a s 
been a long-establ ished practice i n c o n ­
nection w i t h appl icat ions for i n s u r a n c e , 
fully understood a n d acquiesced i n by 
Van general public . T h e g r a n t or d e n i a l 
of t h e privilege of engaging as pi lot , p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y i n a i r c a r r i e r or other c o m ­
m e r c i a l operations , involves a greater 
responsibi l i ty i n t e r m s of the public i n ­
terest a n d safety t h a n t h a t involved i n 
the decis ion of a n i n s u r a n c e c o m p a n y 
w h e t h e r or n o t to issue a n i n s u r a n c e 
policy. 

A s i n the case w i t h respect to T h i r d -

c lass m e d i c a l certificates, i t w a s t h e c o n ­
t i n u i n g i n t e n t i o n t h a t the Agency would 
a v a i l itself of the a u t h o r i z a t i o n a n d 
w a i v e r only where m e d i c a l h i s t o r y or 
k n o w n medica l defects i n a n i n d i v i d u a l 
case a r e s u c h t h a t a true a n d m e a n i n g ­
f u l m e d i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n could not be 
a c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h o u t s u p p l e m e n t a l 
d a t a or discussions w i t h p h y s i c i a n s who 
h a d attended the person involved. T h i s 
i s a b a s i c need a n d essentia] i n s u c h 
cases to evaluat ion of the i n d i v i d u a l ' s 
m e d i c a l c c n d i t i o n . Access to complete 
m e d i c a l d a t a h a s i n some cases s a t i s ­
factori ly expla ined w h a t otherwise a p ­
peared to be disqual i fying medica l d e ­
fects a n d i n some cases establ ished or 
conf irmed the existence of d isqual i fy ing 
defects. 

After a l i m i t e d d is tr ibut ion of the 
f o r m was m a d e , c o m m e n t s were received 
f r o m interested pe.rsuns t h a t the d e c l a ­
r a t i o n is b r o a d e r t h a n t h e s i t u a t i o n 
requires . I t was also urged t h a t it would 
be sufficient to the needs of t h e Agency 
i f t h e author izat ion were wri t ten so as 
to be operable only w h e n a request i s 
made for m e d i c a l h is tory r a t h e r t h a n 
as a n a u t o m a t i c a n d b l a n k e t a u t h o r i z a ­
t ion i n a d v a n c e . I n a s m u c h as t h e 
c h a n g e s suggested would comport w i t h 
t h e a c t u a l pract ice of t h e Agency i n the 
p a s t u n d e r s u c h d e c l a r a t i o n s contained 
i n appl icat ions for T h i r d - c l a s s m e d i c a l 
certi f icates , there are no objections to 
m a k i n g the changes . T o a c c o m p l i s h t h i s , 
the language of the d e c l a r a t i o n quoted 
above w i l l be e l i m i n a t e d f r o m the f o r m 
a n d , i n l i e u thereof , P a r t 406 is being 
a m e n d e d to provide the necessary a u ­
t h o r i z a t i o n . T h e w a i v e r provis ion is not 
i n c l u d e d a n d the a u t h o r i z a t i o n is r e ­
str ic ted to s i tuat ions i n w h i c h a d d i t i o n a l 
m e d i c a l h i s t o r y is found n e c e s s a r y a n d 
the person involved h a s been requested 
to give the a u t h o r i z a t i o n . S i n c e fa i lure 
to o b t a i n a f u l l m e d i c a l h i s t o r y could 
preclude a proper e v a l u a t i o n of t h e - m e d ­

i c a l condit ion of s u c h person, t h e a m e n d ­
m e n t f u r t h e r provides t h a t r e f u s a l o r 
f a i l u r e to provide the a u t h o r i z a t i o n w h e n 
requested m a y be c a u s e for d e n i a l , s u s ­
pension, modif icat ion o r revocat ion of 
t h e medical , certi f icate . 

S i n c e t h e provis ions i n t h i s a m e n d ­
m e n t a r e p r o c e d u r a l a n d rel ieve a r e ­
s t r i c t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n F o r m F A A - 1 0 0 4 , 
not ice a n d publ ic procedure h e r e o n a r e 
u n n e c e s s a r y a n d i t m a y be m a d e effective 
i m m e d i a t e l y . 

Accordingly , P a r t 406 of the C i v i l A i r 
R e g u l a t i o n s (14 C F R P a r t 406) is hereby 
a m e n d e d effective on t h e date of p u b l i ­
c a t i o n i n the FEDERAL R E G I S T E R by a d d i n g 
a new S u b p a r t C consist ing of § 406.31 
to r e a d as follows: 

Subpart C—Medical Records 

§ 406.31 Availability o f medical history. 
I f the A d m i n i s t r a t o r or h i s a u t h o r i z e d 

representat ive finds t h a t a d d i t i o n a l m e d ­
i c a l h i s t o r y i s n e c e s s a r y to d e t e r m i n e 
w h e t h e r a n y person w h o applies for of 
holds a m e d i c a l certif icate meets t h e 
p h y s i c a l s t a n d a r d s therefor , s u c h person 
w i l l be requested to author ize a n y c l i n i c , 
hospita l , doctor or other person to r e ­
lease to t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r or h i s a u ­
thorized representat ive a n y avai lable i n ­
f o r m a t i o n or records c o n c e r n i n g s u c h 
m e d i c a l h is tory . R e f u s a l or f a i l u r e to 
provide the requested a u t h o r i z a t i o n m a y 
be cause for d e n i a l , suspension , m o d i f i ­
c a t i o n , or revocat ion of the m e d i c a l 
cert i f icate . 

(Sees. 313(a), 603, 609, 72 Stat. 752, 776, 
779; 49 U.S.C. 1384(a), 1422, 1429) 

I s s u e d i n W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , on A u g u s t 
22, 1E60. 

J A M E S T . P Y L E , 
Acting Administrator. 

(P.B. Doc. 60-7938; Filed, Aug. 25, I960; 
8 :45 a.m.] 
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